
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
RSE INTERNATIONAL BILATERAL VISITS

These are the terms and conditions of the 
RSE International Bilateral Visits Programme. 
Applicants should read these carefully, as well 
as the general terms and  conditions, before 
completing and submitting their application.

programme - international applicants seeking to visit 
Scotland - please apply directly through the partner 
Academy and refer to their terms and conditions. 

4.	 Applications for visits to Hungary, Taiwan, 
Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia will open at 12 
noon on 2 September 2026 and will close for 
applications at 12 noon on 21 October 2026. 

5.	 Please note that for the incoming programme, 
application opening and closing deadlines may 
vary, please refer to the partner Academy. 

6.	 Successful applicants for visits to Hungary, Poland, 
Slovenia, and Slovakia can expect to be informed 
of their application outcome by December 2026. 
Visits with these countries can commence from 
1 January 2027 and must be executed by 31 
December 2027. Successful applicants for visits 
to and from Taiwan can expect to be informed 
by February 2027. Visits to Taiwan will need 
to be complete by the end of February 2028. 
Awardees cannot embark on their visit until they 
have been notified of their grant outcome.

7.	 The RSE will make a public announcement 
of successful awardees for the Outgoing 
Programme at the end of February 2027.

8.	 The RSE’s outgoing programme is open to all 
academics, researchers and RSE Fellows for 
short-term visits to a Higher Educational Institute 
in a partner Academy’s country. For the Slovak 
Academy of Sciences, short-term visits can be 
carried out exclusively in the Slovak Academy of 
Sciences institutes and centres. Researchers visiting 
Hungary can also apply to visit research units of 
the HUN-REN Hungarian Research Network. 

9.	 Applicants must be employed by a Higher 

THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH (RSE)

As Scotland’s National Academy, the RSE supports 
high-quality academic research and public engagement 
activities. The RSE delivers upon its mission ‘to 
promote the advancement of learning and useful 
knowledge’ by supporting academic researchers, 
practitioners and policy makers, and in assisting 
the development, dissemination and deployment of 
research. The RSE’s Research Awards Programme 
sits within, and delivers to, this overall mission. 

RSE INTERNATIONAL BILATERAL VISITS

1.	 Awards under this programme aim to facilitate 
collaboration between researchers from Scotland 
and those based in international institutions within 
countries with academies with which the RSE 
has a formal Memorandum of Understanding. 
The key objectives are to enhance the research 
capabilities of individual researchers, develop 
international collaborative links, and enable 
participation in international research programmes.

2.	 RSE International Bilateral Visits facilitate the 
collaboration between researchers from Scotland 
and those based in international institutions within 
countries with academies with which the RSE 
has a formal Memorandum of Understanding. 
For the RSE Bilateral Visit Programme 2026, the 
RSE is partnering with the following Academies:
•	 Hungarian Academy of Sciences
•	 National Science and Technology Council, Taiwan
•	 Polish Academy of Sciences
•	 Slovak Academy of Sciences
•	 Slovenia Academy of Sciences and Arts

3.	 These terms and conditions are for the RSE outgoing 
programme: visits from Scotland to a host institution 
in a partner Academy’s country. For the incoming 

https://hun-ren.hu/en
https://mta.hu/
https://www.nstc.gov.tw/?l=en
https://pan.pl/en/
https://www.sav.sk/?lang=en
https://www.sazu.si/en/about-sasa
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Educational Institute, Research Institution or 
Cultural Institution at both the time of application 
and the duration of the visit. Applicants on short 
or fixed-term contracts should ensure their 
contracts extend for at least three months after 
the end of the proposed project. Applicants must 
be of at least postdoctoral status or equivalent.

10.	Applications for return visits will only be 
considered once a satisfactory report has been 
provided for the initial visit. Approval of return 
or subsequent visits is not guaranteed.

DURATION OF VISITS

11.	Visits to Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia and 
Taiwan are up to two weeks in duration. 

PROJECT ELIGIBILITY

12.	Applicants may submit only one application per 
funding round. Applications are for one person; co-
applications are not applicable for this scheme.

13.	Applications are invited for the following areas: 
•	 The Hungarian Academy of Sciences: 

applications are considered in all areas 
of the natural sciences, life sciences, 
social sciences, and humanities. 

•	 Polish Academy of Sciences: applications 
are considered in all areas of the natural 
sciences, social sciences, arts and 
humanities, formal and applied sciences.

•	 National Science and Technology Council, 
Taiwan: applications are considered 
in all areas of the natural sciences, 
social sciences, and humanities.

•	 The Slovak Academy of Sciences: applications 
are considered in all areas of the natural 
sciences, social sciences, arts, and humanities.

•	 The Slovenian Academy of Sciences 
and Arts: applications are considered in 
all areas of the natural sciences, social 
sciences, arts, and humanities.

14.	An applicant can only apply once per deadline. 

FUNDING: 

15.	Any one application request cannot 

exceed £3,000. Funding covers:
•	 international travel (economy class or equivalent).
•	 per-diem allowance for the Scotland-based 

awardee. This includes accommodation, 
subsistence and travel costs.

16.	Applicants should aim to clearly justify their travel, 
accommodation and subsistence requests by 
providing a clear breakdown of cost calculations. 
For all travel, advantage should be taken of any 
discount or concessionary fares available. The 
proposal must clearly state why travel is necessary 
and why online meetings will not suffice.

17.	 The funding should not be used to cover 
an applicant’s stipend or salary.

18.	Candidates must be notified that their application has 
been successful before starting their travel activities. 

19.	Funding for return or repeat visits is not guaranteed.

20.	It is permissible that an awardee’s Institution may 
choose to ‘top up’ the sum awarded by the RSE.

21.	The costs of accompanying person(s) or tuition 
fees will not be covered during the visits.

22.	For the incoming programme: for visits to Scotland, 
applicants should refer to the terms and conditions 
of, and apply directly to, their respective Academy, 
not the RSE.  

PAYMENT

23.	It is the applicant’s responsibility to fully discuss 
financial arrangements with your overseas 
host(s) to ensure both sides are aware of 
their entitlements and responsibilities.

24.	Grant money awarded by the RSE can only be paid 
to the Scottish Institution, not to an individual.

25.	Payment to the institution will be made in arrears 
on receipt of an invoice, statement of expenditure 
and final report. These forms must be submitted 
together (we cannot accept forms sent in 
separately) within three months of an award end 
date. It is the responsibility of the awardee and 
the Finance Team at the awardee’s Institution to 

https://www.rse.org.uk/awards/international-exchange-programme-rse-cass-joint-projects/
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organise to have these documents sent in. Only 
once received can award payment be processed.

26.	Payment will be subject to satisfactory performance 
and adherence to the terms and conditions 
governing the award. In accepting this award, the 
host institution is expected to have in place policies 
covering misconduct together with procedures 
that would be applied should the award holder fail 
to abide by them. This award may be withdrawn 
should the awardee be found guilty of misconduct or 
unacceptable behaviour (both personal and work).

27.	Please refer to payment terms and conditions for the 
incoming programme with your respective Academy 
directly, if you wish to visit Scotland for your award. 

LETTERS OF SUPPORT

28.	One document should accompany the application 
at the point of application to the RSE:

•	 Statement of Support from the relevant 
Higher Educational Institute in the 
partner Academy’s country.

29.	One document will need to be sent in 
if the application is successful: 

•	 An institutional statement of support from the 
Scotland-based applicant’s institution. This 
should be from the Research Office, stating that 
they have read the application and agree that 
the awarded application will be accepted by the 
applicant and that the institution will be bound 
by the terms and conditions. They will also agree 
that they will provide the necessary facilities and 
administer the award. 

30.	Referee forms are not required as part of the 
application process.  

31.	Applications without the required letters of support 
by the application deadline cannot be accepted.  

32.	For visits to Hungary, applicants must also upload 
a letter of invitation issued by the Hungarian host 
researcher.  

PROJECT EXTENSIONS AND CHANGES

33.	Awardees seeking a project extension or 
project changes must gain permission both 
from the RSE and the Sister Academy.

ACCEPTANCE OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

34.	By signing the application form and accepting the 
award offer letter, both the employing and host 
institution, and the applicant for the award, agree 
to be bound by the terms and conditions upon 
acceptance of the award. The overseas Sister 
Academy and the RSE shall be entitled to enforce 
these regulations. 

CONTACT US

35.	Please direct enquiries to: Awards@theRSE.org.uk.

mailto:Awards%40theRSE.org.uk?subject=
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