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Centrality statement for international partnerships

As Scotland’s National Academy, the Royal Society of Edinburgh is committed to
ensuring that equity, inclusivity, and mutual respect underpin our partnerships and
collaborative international activities. To support this commitment, the RSE's
International Programme has adopted the Centrality Framework (Fakunle, 2024) as a
guiding approach for our international partnership agreements going forward (from
July 2026).

Centrality recognises that meaningful collaboration depends on

the equitable positioning of all partners and the acknowledgement of diverse forms of
knowledge, expertise, and contribution. Our partnerships are therefore grounded

in the three Centrality principles:

Active Involvernent. All partners are meaningfully engaged throughout the lifecycle of
a programme, from design and decision-making to delivery and evaluation.

Recognitiorr. We acknowledge and respect the different forms of expertise, lived
experience, institutional contexts, and knowledge systems that partners bring, and we
promote transparency in addressing power dynamics and contextual differences.

Contribution: Expectations regarding participation, inputs, and attribution are mutually
agreed, ensuring that collaboration results in meaningful advancement for all parties.

Through further embedding centrality into informal and formal Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) in future partnerships, we seek to foster partnerships that are
collaborative, equitable, and sustainable, enabling shared ownership and collective
impact.

Reference: Fakunle, O. (2024). Conceptualizing Centrality in Micro-Level
Internationalization through a Decolonial Approach. Journal of Comparative and
International Higher Education, 76(5), 170-183.
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