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Who we are

The Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE) is
Scotland’s National Academy. It was
established in 1783 during the Scottish
Enlightenment for “the advancement of
learning and useful knowledge”.

The RSE uses the combined knowledge

and expertise of its 1,800-strong Fellowship,
comprised of individuals drawn from the
worlds of science, the arts, business and
public service, to provide independent
expert advice to policymakers and inspire
the next generation of innovative thinkers.

This knowledge contributes to the social and
economic wellbeing of Scotland, its people
and Scotland'’s wider contribution to the
global community.
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Welcome to Curious, the Royal Society of Edinburgh’s
festival that celebrates the research, ideas and
knowledge shaping society today.

Each year, Curious brings a packed programme of free in-person and online
events covering themes from the arts, humanities, policy, science and
more. To date, we've welcomed over 10,000 attendees for talks, workshops,
exhibitions and discussions where you can learn from and speak with
Scotland’s leading thinkers.

As part of the RSE's mission to make knowledge useful and accessible

for everyone, Curious is open to anyone who wants to learn more about
the world around them. No specialist knowledge is needed, just bring your
curiosity.

Scan to find out more about this year’s festival

Getting here & accessibility

Travelling to the RSE is easy, with excellent bus, tram and train links nearby.
Edinburgh Waverley station and the city’s main bus station are both around
a 10-minute walk away. There are also several public car parks within
walking distance, although we recommend checking availability in advance.

Most Curious events take place at the RSE on George Street, Edinburgh.
If you're attending an event at another venue, please check the event listing
online for location-specific access information.

Got any questions?
You can contact the Curious team at curious@therse.org.uk or you can put
in access requests when booking your free ticket.

Scan for full accessibility information
on the RSE website
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EVENT DATE TIME VENUE STYLE FORMAT

Between languages, between homes: Saturday 5 September 12:00-12:30 RSE Workshop In-person

Visual stories of language and belonging in Edinburgh

Gaelic workshop: History, language, and culture Saturday 5 September 13:00-14:30 RSE Workshop In-person

Dyslexia as a mental health story Saturday 5 September 14:00-15:30 RSE Talk In-person + livestream
Candour and Communities Saturday 5 September 15:00-16:00 RSE Talk In-person

Gaelic workshop: Learn Gaelic songs Saturday 5 September 16:30-18:00 RSE Workshop In-person

Scotland’s 2026 election explained Saturday 5 September 17:00-18:30 RSE Talk In-person + livestream
Building community: Merging past and present Sunday 6 September 12:00-14:00 RSE Workshop In-person

Can a zoo change how we feel about nature? Sunday 6 September 13:30-16:30 Edinburgh Zoo Workshop In-person
Interpreting the invisible: The digital evidence challenge Sunday 6 September 13:00-14:30 RSE Workshop In-person

Expressing the Earth: Film screening Sunday 6 September 14:00-16:00 RSE Screening In-person
Philosophical beasts and where to find them Sunday 6 September 15:00-16:00 RSE Talk In-person

Expressing the Earth: A haiku poetry workshop Sunday 6 September 16:30-17:30 RSE/Princes St Gardens Workshop/Walking tour  In-person

Who owns the Clyde? Sunday 6 September 18:00-19:15 RSE Talk In-person + livestream
Al in healthcare: How much can we trust it? Monday 7 September 16:00-17:00 RSE Workshop In-person

Edinburgh’s own gorge: The story of the Hermitage of Braid Monday 7 September 16:30-18:30 Hermitage of Braid Tour In-person

Can a zoo change how we feel about nature? Monday 7 September 18:00-19:30 RSE Talk In-person + livestream
Scotland’s unpaid carers: Stories of care Tuesday 8 September 14:00-15:30 RSE Workshop In-person

Making the ‘Orkney Sequence’ Tuesday 8 September 17:00-18:30 RSE Performance In-person

- How collaboration works in the arts

Policy pitch: Vote for a better future! Tuesday 8 September 18:00-19:15 RSE Talk In-person

Through the stained-glass window: The science, Wednesday 9 September 12:00-13:30 Dunfermline Abbey Workshop In-person

history and conservation of stained glass

In search of lost medieval royal tombs Wednesday 9 September 14:30-16:00 Dunfermline Abbey Workshop In-person

Healing histories Wednesday 9 September 17:30-19:00 RSE Workshop/Roundtable In-person

After the storm: Rebuilding cultural identity Wednesday 9 September 18:00-19:30 RSE Talk In-person + livestream

and local knowledge
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EVENT DATE TIME VENUE STYLE FORMAT
Behind the collections: When fashion meets the body Thursday 10 September 14:00-15:30 National Museums Tour In-person
Collection Centre
From emotions to memories: Clothing heritage and childhood Thursday 10 September 17:30-19:00 RSE Workshop In-person
The Dynamite Detectives: Inside Forensic Science Thursday 10 September 18:00-19:30 RSE Talk In-person + livestream
What’s art got to do with it? Creativity in Scotland’s prisons Friday 11 September 12:00-14:00 RSE Workshop In-person
Playing the nation: Identity, culture, and power in video games Friday 11 September 18:00-19:30 RSE Talk In-person + livestream
The great battery bust up: Repair or throw-away Saturday 12 September 12:00-13:30 RSE Workshop In-person
Sluagh gun ghuth - ‘A people without a voice’: Saturday 12 September 14:00-15:00 RSE Talk In-person
Reconstructing the past in a West Highland community
Murder Mystery: Can you use forensic science Saturday 12 September 14:00-16:00 RSE Interactive experience In-person
to solve the murder?
Diagnose this! Think like a doctor Saturday 12 September 16:00-17:30 RSE Workshop In-person
Mosquitoes in Scotland: Friend and foe? Saturday 12 September 18:00-19:00 RSE Talk In-person + livestream
The slowest storytellers in Scotland: Sunday 13 September 14:00-15:30 RSE Workshop In-person
Decoding stalagmite secrets
Edinburgh’s own gorge: The story of the Hermitage of Braid Sunday 13 September 14:00-16:00 Tour Hermitage of Braid In-person
100 years on: Is ‘A Drunk Man Looks at the Sunday 13 September 17:30-19:00 RSE Talk In-person + livestream
Thistle’ still relevant today?
Candour and Communities All festival 12:00-18:00 RSE Exhibition In-person
Building community: Archives from Mexico City All festival 12:00-18:00 RSE Exhibition In-person
Between languages, between homes: All festival 12:00-18:00 RSE Exhibition In-person
Visual stories of language and belonging in Edinburgh
Healing histories All festival 12:00-18:00 RSE Exhibition In-person
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Candour and Communities

Every day
12:00-18:00
The RSE

In search of lost
medieval royal tombs

Wednesday 9 September
14:30-16:00
Dunfermline Abbey

The Dynamite Detectives:
Inside Forensic Science

Thursday 10 September
18:00-19:30
The RSE/Online

What'’s art got to do with it?
Creativity in Scotland’s prisons

Friday 11 September
12:00-14:00
The RSE

Diagnose this!
Think like a doctor

Saturday 12 September
16:00-17:30
The RSE

Exhibition

Explore 100 years of UK public scandals

and institutional failings in this powerful
exhibition. Making its Scottish debut at

the RSE, see the real-life experiences of
people seeking the truth, and the lasting
impact these events have had on individuals,
families and communities.

Workshop

Discover the history of Scotland'’s royal burial
site in this interactive workshop and see how
new technology is helping historians uncover
stories of the site’s complex past.

Talk

Join the hosts of Inside Forensic Science
as they deliver a deep dive discussion
into how the Glasgow bombings of the
1800s shaped the ways we investigate
terrorism in the UK today.

Workshop

By looking closely at editions of STIR,
Scotland’s longest-running prisoner-made
magazine, you'll learn more about life in
Scottish prisons. You'll also take partin

a hands-on activity by making your own
collage or creative piece inspired by

the magazine.

Workshop

Step into the role of a clinician and tackle

a series of medical mystery challenges in
this interactive workshop. Together in small
groups, you'll see first-hand how doctors
make decisions, and how diagnosis is rarely
as straightforward as it can seem.



