Interim Chief Executive Officer
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Funding of Tertiary Education in Scotland

What Scotland requires from the future of
its Tertiary Education sector; visions and
other propositions

The Royal Society of Edinburgh
28 - 29 May 2025
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® Real-terms funding is down over 17%
since 2021

® Borrowing exceeds £200m
® Maintenance backlog exceeds £300m

® Enrolments are falling - not due to
demand, but capacity constraints.

SFC and Audit Scotland reports
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Local, Regional and National
approaches delivering
excellence

Reduce duplication —
curriculum and integrated
systems focused on learners

Alignment with Scotland’s
economic and social missions
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5208 TIMES

Tuesday May 27 2025,

Alarm at exodus of ‘world-class’
energy workers

The UK is not reaping the rewards of its investment in net zero talent
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Scotland 24% (stable)
UK 30% (deteriorating)

Income from Costs Income from soclal security
employment of living and benefits in kind

: Other )
Hours worked Housing Generosity Reach of
Hourly pay per household costs “'m:g f Debts of benefits benefits
N N N N N
ligibili
:;::i:{:;‘s Availability of Enablers (access to Ecrgitt‘;";y Take-up
a affordable and affordable credit,
Labious accessible transport internet access,
market and childcare savings and assets)

(Scottish Government)
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The tertiary system must be
shaped by purpose, not
precedent

Public funding must follow
value to meet the needs of
the next generation of
workers
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Colleges are ready to lead and
partner in transformation

Galloway College
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