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P4 Unlike elsewhere in the UK, tuition in Scotland remains FREE, thanks
to @theSNP.

9 With targeted support like bursaries, outreach programmes & the
work of the Scottish Funding Council, we’re making sure young people
from all walks of life can achieve a world-class education.
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What are student loans?

A type of public funding under which:

Government provides money upfront to individuals (for living costs)
and to institutions on behalf of individuals (for fees)

Government afterwards recovers some or all this money from the
individuals

A UK-wide scheme, but much of the detail about how it’s used is

left to devolved governments



Budget (net lending

A short history of student loans in Scotland
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Source: Scottish Government
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Loan as proportion of all Scottish Government funding for
higher education 2025-26

m SAAS: non-repayable funding (grants,
fee payments)

m SFC: University current

m SFC: University capital

m SFC: HE in colleges (est)

m Student loans




Scottish Government full-time undergraduate living cost support

2021-22 to 2024-25
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To finish

The Scottish Government’s funding of higher education in Scotland now relies heavily
on student loans

Students living cost support is not ornamental — students who need it, really need it

We choose to use loans in a way which have a real risk of reinforcing regressive
effects over the long term

That’s not an act of God, it’s a political —and civic — choice

It’s likely there is substantial unused loan allocation for Scotland
We might not want to use it — but if we do, a fairer design of loan
system becomes even more imperative
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