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A MAJORITY OF THE SCOTTISH PUBLIC 
CONSIDER UNIVERSITY WORTHWHILE, 
BUT A DEGREE IS NOT SEEN AS 
ESSENTIAL FOR SUCCESS
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Over 3 in 5 of the public believe it is worth it for people 
to go to university nowadays

63% 20% 15% 1%
Among

all

Worth it Neither worth it nor not worth it Not worth it Don’t know

Base: All adults 18+  living in Scotland: 1057. Fieldwork 5-11 December 2024

Reasons why university is 
seen as worth it:

• Gain essential skills for 
a specific career – 67% 

• Improve chances of 
higher paid job – 66%

Reasons why university is 
seen as not worth it:

• Better to do an 
apprenticeship – 49%
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Older people and graduates 
are more likely to consider 
university worthwhile

• 70% aged 55+ 
say university is 
worth it, vs.

• 60% aged 35-54

• 54% aged 18-34

• 67% of those 
who attended 
university say
it is worth it, vs. 
61% of those 
who didn’t

Base: All adults 18+  living in Scotland: 1057. Fieldwork 5-11 December 2024
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79%
agree that it is not 
necessary to go to 
university to get a 
good job

55

Base: All adults 18+  living in Scotland: 1057. 

Fieldwork 5-11 December 2024
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COST OF LIVING IS SEEN AS THE MAIN 
BARRIER TO ATTENDING UNIVERSITY IN 
SCOTLAND

#2
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Main perceived barriers that people might face when applying 
to or attending university in Scotland

4%
0%
0%

1%
3%

5%
8%

10%

11%
11%

16%
19%
20%

23%
27%

30%
72%

Don't know

Lack of support from family / peers / schools

Shortage of accommodation

Something else

I don't think there are any barriers

The locations of universities in Scotland

The application process being off-putting

A lack of knowledge about what university is like

The amount of time it takes to study for a degree

Not enough places at university

The cost of equipment (e.g. textbooks)

The cost of university tuition

Lack of support for personal circumstances

The competition for places at university

Difficulties balancing personal circumstances with demands of university life

The grades required to go to university

The cost of living while studying at university

Base: All adults 18+  living in Scotland: 1057. Fieldwork 5-11 December 2024
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People from low-income households and disadvantaged 
backgrounds are seen as more likely to face barriers to university

2%
1%

1%
1%

5%
5%

7%

14%

16%
17%

21%

22%
35%

55%

65%

Don't know

None of these groups

Another group

People from working class / middle class backgrounds

People applying to university from outside Scotland

People from certain ethnic or cultural backgrounds

People who have already left school

People who don't know others who have been to university

People experiencing difficulties with their mental health

People who live far away from a university

People with disabilities or long-term health conditions

People with additional support needs (e.g. learning difficulties)

People with caring responsibilities (e.g. parents or carers)

People from disadvantaged backgrounds

People from low-income households

Q: Which of the following groups of people, if any, do you think are most likely to face these barriers?

Base: All mentioning a barrier that people may face when applying to or attending university in Scotland: 986

A majority (54%) agree that 
universities in Scotland are 
inclusive and diverse places
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THERE IS WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR 
SOME FORM OF SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
SUPPORT FOR TUITION FEES, BUT 
OPENNESS TO ALTERNATIVE 
APPROACHES

#3



feel they know just a 
little or nothing about 
how university 
education is funded 
in Scotland

65%
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Base: All adults 18+  living in Scotland: 1057. Fieldwork 5-11 December 2024
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Which of the following statements, if any, comes closest to 
your view about how the cost of tuition fees for first-time  
undergraduate students living in Scotland should be covered? 

3%

1%

3%

7%

43%

44%

Don't know

Prefer not to say

None of these

University tuition fees should be paid by all first-time undergraduate students
living in Scotland and not by the Scottish Government

The Scottish Government should cover the cost of tuition for first-time
undergraduate students living in households on low incomes in Scotland, but those

whose households can afford it should pay at least some of their tuition fees

The Scottish Government should cover the cost of tuition for all first-time
undergraduate students living in Scotland

Base: All adults 18+ living in Scotland: 1057. Fieldwork 5-11 December 2024
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Certain groups are seen as priorities for funding

3%

2%

1%

1%

3%

12%

18%

34%

52%

59%

65%

Don't know

None of these

All students

Another group

Students who are studying part-time

Students with the best academic records

Students who are studying full-time

Students who are studying for their first degree

Students from disadvantaged backgrounds

Students studying courses in areas where there are skills shortages

Students from low-income households

Q: If the Scottish Government was to cover the cost of tuition  fees for some groups of people 
living in Scotland, which of the following groups, if any, do you think should be prioritised?

Base: All adults 18+ living in Scotland: 1057. Fieldwork 5-11 December 2024



13

PUBLIC PRIORITIES FOR POST-SCHOOL 
EDUCATION REFLECT THE IMPORTANCE THEY 
PLACE ON EMPLOYABILITY, EQUITABLE 
ACCESS AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

#4



14© Ipsos | Carnegie HE Funding - RSE Presentation | May 2025 | Version 1 | Public

Apprenticeships and grants/bursaries for low-income or 
disadvantaged students are perceived as funding priorities

4%
0%

1%

2%

3%
8%

10%

16%

26%

29%

43%

50%

61%

Don't know

Courses for training in critical areas / to fill job shortages

Something else

None of these

University tuition for postgraduate degrees

More research at Scottish universities

University tuition fees for degrees in subjects where there are lots of jobs

Scotland's further education colleges

University tuition fees for all first-time undergraduate degrees

Supporting people who face barriers going to university

Opportunities for working-age adults on low incomes to upskill and retrain

Grants or bursaries for low-income or disadvantaged students

Apprenticeship places so people can 'earn as they learn' in key areas

Base: All adults 18+ living in Scotland: 1057. Fieldwork 5-11 December 2024

Q: Which of the following, if any, do you think the Scottish Government should prioritise funding for?
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THANK YOU
Hannah Garrow
Chief Executive, Carnegie Trust for 
the Universities of Scotland
Hannah.Garrow@carnegie-trust.org 

Emily Gray
Managing Director, 
Ipsos Scotland
emily.gray@ipsos.com
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